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The problem of evil has long been the province of philosophy. Philosophy is not particularly interested in that
question anymore. (Nor is the world much interested in philosophy, but that is another matter.) Journalism has taken
up the slack. Unfortunately, journalism is not terribly well equipped to handle it, principally because journalism is a
medium of display and demonstration. When evil is the subject, the urge to display leads to dark places indeed.

The principal defense against these charges is perhaps best called the cult of objectivity. Journalists are led to
believe, and some may actually believe, that they only hold a mirror to life. And mirrors can hardly be accused of bad
faith. After all, the idea of neutrality inheres in the very word medium. There is a story out there to be got, and as
Sam Donaldson, prominent preacher of this doctrine, puts it, "It's our job to cover the story . . . we bring information."

Not even physicists, practitioners of a somewhat more exact science, have so arrogant a belief in the out there.
For 60 years, physics has learned to live with its Uncertainty Principle: that the act of observing an event alters its
nature. Journalism continues to resist the idea. And journalism, which shines lights at people, not electrons, does more
than alter. It creates. First, out of the infinite flotsam of "events" out there, it makes "stories." Then, by exposing
them (and their attached people, ideas, crimes), it puts them on the map. "As seen on TV" gives substance to murder.

The parade of artifacts is varied, but the effect is the same: coverage makes them real.
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Many Korean economists think that Europe has high unemployment rates because of its welfare policy.
Their argument is that lavish unemployment benefits, powerful unions, etc. are undermining the profits of
enterprises and entrepreneurship. Therefore, they suggest, the European system should be changed. To put it
another way, the labor market and the economy as a whole of Europe should be transformed in line with the
American style.

However, a closer look at their argument proves them wrong. The European economy has grown steadily,
whereas the U.S. economy has gone through a long economic recession. As a result, the employment rates of
the major working population between the ages of 25 and 54 are almost the same in the two regions.

According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the employment rate
of the major working population of the United States was 79.3 percent last year, which is similar to the average
rate (78.2 percent) of the first 15 members of the European Union (EU). This 1.1 percentage point difference
is not enough to serve as a basis to call for an overhaul of the system that has guaranteed stability to Western
Europeans for decades. The employment rate of the major male working population of the United States is

86.9 percent, a mere 0.3 percentage point higher than 86.6 percent of Western Europe.
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It is true that the difference in the employment rates of the youth of the United States and Europe is
significantly wide. In this respect, Europe may seem to lag behind the United States, but it is important to
consider that part of this difference results from government policies. In Western Europe, education in
university or even beyond is relatively inexpensive or free. Many students receive grants from the government
to pay for some of their living expenses. In contrast, university tuition fees in the United States are
considerably high. Therefore, most youngsters who go to university must work in order to earn their living
expenses and tuition fees.

Some Koreans have a debate on European and American models with regard to secondary education.
However, whatever people of other countries say, European nations are clearly aware that since they have low
or no tuition fees and provide sufficient assistance to students, many youngsters choose universities over jobs.
This is one of the goals of Europe's welfare policy.

There is no evidence that this policy has led to stagnation and high unemployment rates. Therefore, the

time has come to discard distorted views about Europe.



